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Emily Rosa (who was just 9 years old at the time) and 
her colleagues (including her parents) investigated the basis 
of these TT claims by putting a sample of actual TT practi-
tioners to the test (Rosa, Rosa, Sarner, & Barrett, 1998). In 
their study, Rosa and colleagues designed a method to deter-
mine if TT practitioners could actually detect HEFs. As the  
figure to the right illustrates, individual practitioners sat 
at a table facing a large divider that prevented them from 
seeing their own hands or Emily. The practitioners placed 
both of their hands through the divider on the table, palms 
up. Practitioners were told to indicate whether Emily was  
holding her hand above their right or left hand. Emily began 
each trial by flipping a coin to determine where to place  
her hand. She then placed her hand 8 to 10 cm above  
one of the practitioner’s hands. The practitioners had to 
“sense” the HEF allegedly emanating from Emily’s hand 
to determine if Emily’s hand was over their right hand or  
left hand. Each practitioner went through a total of 10 of 
these trials.

If the TT practitioners can actually sense HEFs, they should be able to choose the correct hand far 
better than chance (i.e., 5 out of 10 times). However, if they really can’t detect HEFs and the practitioners 
were really guessing, you would expect them to choose the correct hand an average of 5 out of 10 times. 
Some may get more than 5 correct and others may get less than 5 correct, but the most common number 
of correct answers would be about 5 of 10, if the practitioners were guessing.

1.	 Which of the following graphs represents the results you would expect if the practitioners were 
guessing? Explain your answer.
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